William Harry Hoffman
July 23, 1945 - September 6, 2021

William “Mr. Willie” or “Papa” Hoffman, 76, of Swansea, passed away on September 6,
2021. Even though a world pandemic took him away from us, his loving heart left a
beacon of light for all in his community.
His family meant more to him than anything else in this world, something he proudly and
often mentioned. He was his family’s biggest cheerleader. Papa had a gift of making
everyone feel like family. Before his health started to decline, he would make a point to
check in on those he cared about often. We will remember Papa for his loving nature, his
playfulness, and his occasional endearing stubbornness.
He was born in Orangeburg County, a son of the most loving parents, the late Virgil and
Elizabeth Hoffman. He was a member of Beaver Creek Baptist Church, Neeses, attended
Faith Baptist, Swansea, and Rocky Grove Baptist Church, Salley.
He started his career life in the field of carpentry working for a family member, later
working for the Town of Swansea in the water department and ending his career with the
town as the Chief of Police. Upon the death of his wife Doris, he become sole owner of the
Swansea Coffee Shop and just recently had to close it and retire.
Survivors include his wife, Wanda; two sons, Wendell (Beth) of Gaston and Tony
(Courtney) of Lexington; a proud Papa to his grandchildren, Matthew (Lauren), Hunter,
Braydon, Bella, and Kaden; four sisters, Shelby Jean Amaker of North, Gloria Judy of
Ladson, Mary Westbury of St. George, and Joan Almond of New Ellenton; and One
brother, Thurmond of Salley.
He was pre-deceased by a wife, Doris Williamson Hoffman; sisters, Evelyn Corbett, and
Virdie Lee Williams; and a brother, Shuler Hoffman.
Culler-McAlhany Funeral Home in North (http://www.mcalhanyfuneralhome.com) is in char
ge of arrangements.

If you wish to send the family a note, please send to Post Office Box 932, Gaston SC 290
53.
Graveside services will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, September 10, 2021, at Ebenezer Unite
d Methodist Church Cemetery with the Rev. Terry Wilder officiating.
Due to the increase in COVID cases, the Hoffman family is not receiving visitors during thi
s time.
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Comments

“

I first met Willie a few years ago at his Swansea Coffee Shop. I told him that his first
wife, Doris Williamson, had been one of my best friends since first grade. I still grieve
that I did not see her through the years after school... getting married, moving to
various far away places... Connecticut, New Mexico, North Carolina, New York,
Washington, DC area,.. raising a family, and all that involves! Willie showed me a
framed eleventh-grade school picture of Doris, hanging on the wall, and he told me
he had kept the Coffee Shop open after she passed away, in her honor.
I miss communicating with Willie on Facebook. I miss the Coffee Shop, a favorite
place to go on our trips home to Swansea. I miss the best BLTs I ever had! I miss
him.

Thelma King Jeffcoat - September 15, 2021 at 01:12 PM

“

I appreciate you sharing the memories. My mom started the restaurant a long time ago it
was her dream an she worked hard at it. My dad as you know was the show person. He
loves talking and seeing all the people. It breaks my heart he had to close it but it takes a
lot to run a restaurant. I appreciate you and your comments God bless you and your
family!!
Tony Hoffman - September 20, 2021 at 04:09 PM

“

I’ll never forget all the sundays after church at your restaurant, or coming to your
house with Nana recording myself on your camera, watching the horses and birds or
you taking me swimming! You truly are going to be missed I love you!

skylar shoemake - September 12, 2021 at 11:26 PM

“

We appreciate you sharing your memories with us. Thank you so much
Tony Hoffman - September 20, 2021 at 04:13 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Uncle Willie's passing. I will always remember his laughter and smile
every time I saw him. Uncle Willie was the type of man every guy should try to
emulate in every way. He will be missed.
Tommy Williamson

Tommy Williamson - September 09, 2021 at 05:51 PM

“
“

“

Thank you
Beth Wendell Hoffman - September 12, 2021 at 01:01 PM

Tommy good to hear from you thank you so much for your prayers and thoughts
Tony Hoffman - September 20, 2021 at 04:11 PM

Large families come with so much love. These three of nine came with, right to left
the ability to throw a football (Shuler))just darn cute (me) and one willing to crack a
book (Willie), He should have been a teacher.

Joan H. Almond - September 09, 2021 at 04:11 PM

“
“

“

Love you! thanks.
Beth Wendell Hoffman - September 12, 2021 at 01:02 PM

Thank you Aunt Joan love you
Tony Hoffman - September 20, 2021 at 04:14 PM

Tony: I will certainly miss your dad and our small get together when Hunter played
ball! I hope God will bless you and your family as you mourn.

Jack Jackson - September 08, 2021 at 08:14 PM

“

Thank you Mr. Jack
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:04 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers for the family and friends. My brothers,
sister and I all attend school together with the Huffman family.

Jane Jackson Fralick - September 08, 2021 at 05:30 PM

“
“
“

“

Thank you God bless
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:17 PM

Jane, I think Willie was probably the only one out of 9 siblings that liked school!
Joan H. Almond - September 09, 2021 at 03:53 PM

Thank you
Beth Wendell Hoffman - September 12, 2021 at 01:03 PM

I remember riding with him when he was on patrol after I got out of karate class.
Really enjoyed those nights. We would play volleyball and basketball sometimes on
Sunday at the gym in Swansea. Really gonna miss you Unc.

Tommy Corbett - September 08, 2021 at 05:03 PM

“
“

“

I remember the volleyball days well so much fun !!
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:08 PM

Tommy he was always ready for a ballgame no matter which kind
Wendell Hoffman - September 12, 2021 at 01:04 PM

Tommy and Brenda Corbett purchased the Basket Full of Wishes for the family of
William Harry Hoffman.

Tommy and Brenda Corbett - September 08, 2021 at 04:56 PM

“

The obituary is spot-on telling of Willie’s love for and pride in his family, including his
loving and tireless devotion to Ms. Doris in her greatest time of need.
Willie was also an incredibly self-less man who never failed to generously provide for
when he saw a need that he could fill. He touched countless lives with his unique
style and personality. His typical “greeting” for old friends was to call out their name
really loud while smiling as he reached out toward them for a hug or handshake.
We loved that old rascal and send our deepest condolences.
Mike and Barbara Jeffcoat

Michael and Barbara Jeffcoat - September 08, 2021 at 04:22 PM

“
“

“

Thank you Mike and Barbara love you both !
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:12 PM

Thank you! Holding on to memories, One of God's gifts to us.
Wendell Hoffman - September 12, 2021 at 01:06 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of William Harry Hoffman.

September 08, 2021 at 11:04 AM

“

Willie, the community will miss you dearly, I can still see you cruising thru town in the
police car waving a hand, or on the grill at the coffee shop working away!!
Condolences to the family, many prayers!!
Pete Gunter

Pete Gunter - September 08, 2021 at 08:04 AM

“
“

Thank you for sharing
Beth and Wendell - September 08, 2021 at 10:18 AM

Thank you
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:10 PM

“

Sylvia Baker lit a candle in memory of William Harry Hoffman

Sylvia Baker - September 07, 2021 at 05:34 PM

“

“

Thank you
Beth and Wendell - September 08, 2021 at 10:18 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William Harry
Hoffman.

September 07, 2021 at 02:24 PM

“

We send our condolences to the family of Mr. Willie, so sorry to hear of his passing.
We have fond memories of him and meeting with friends at his Coffee Shop to
partake of his good food and friendly conversation.May God give you all peace and
comfort during this time of loss of a dear family member. Rest In Peace Willie.

Gene and Margaret Batchelor - September 07, 2021 at 12:44 PM

“
“

Thank you
Beth and Wendell - September 08, 2021 at 10:19 AM

He did enjoy conversation thank you so much
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:13 PM

“

Rest In Peace Sweet Friend... I'll Always Remember Our Coffee Shop Days.... It Was
An Honor To Work For You... I Love You Like A Brother... I'll See You On The Other
Side... I Know You Are There With Your Family And Friends And Most Of All With
Jesus Your Lord.... Good Bye Until We Meet Again...

Wanda Caraway Sightler - September 07, 2021 at 11:41 AM

“
“
“

Thank you
Beth and Wendell - September 08, 2021 at 10:19 AM

Thank you for being there
Tony Hoffman - September 08, 2021 at 09:15 PM

I Love Y'all, My Prayers Are With You...
Wanda Caraway Sightler - September 10, 2021 at 09:16 AM

